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https://www.amazon.com/Carpet-Afghan-Family-Story/dp/141976361X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OJG9GP7SOOAC&keywords=the+carpet+by+dezh+azaad&qid=1680704500&sprefix=the+carpet+dezh%2Caps%2C192&sr=8-1
https://www.nancaoart.com/
https://dezhazaad.com/


A Note to Educators, Library Media Specialists and Parents
Thank you for choosing this Google Slide Deck to use with your students!  The material can be used 
before, during, and after you read “The Carpet,” by Dezh Azaad. 

When you opened this link, you were prompted to create a copy of the slide deck.  Before presenting 
to students, feel free to delete any slides that you don’t feel will be necessary for the content you will 
be teaching. 

The material in this deck is directly aligned to the Common Core Learning Standards and New 
York’s NextGen Standards, with some alignment to Texas’ TEKS Standards. In the cases of 
standards not applicable to your grade level, most can be found along the same strand (i.e., if a 
standard is listed as CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1, look to CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1 for 
alignment).

Please note: Slide Deck content copyright © 2023 by The Book Links LLC. Available free of charge for educational use only. All illustrations from the 
text were created by Nan Cao and have been used with permission from the publisher. This deck may not be published or sold without express written 
permission.
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Today’s Objectives
Today I will: 

*Engage in a discussion with my classmates about the picture book The Carpet 
and analyze the significance of the family carpet for a family that has been 
displaced. Take the discussion a step further by considering what the word 
home might mean to different individuals. 

*Identify and organize key details in a text. 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3 - Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7 - Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.
Next Gen 1R6: Describe how illustrations and details support the point of view or purpose of the text.
Next Gen 2R2: Identify a main topic or central idea and retell key details in a text; summarize portions of a text.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/7


5Identifying Text Features on the Book cover

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.6 - With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the role of each in telling the story.

Book Title

Illustrator
(The Creator of 
Art Content)

Author
(The Creator of 

Written Content)

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/K/6/


Infer from the cover 6

What do you think this book will be about?  

Considering the title and the cover art, what do 
you think the significance of the carpet will be in 
this story? 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1 - Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
Next Gen 1R7: Identify specific information an author or illustrator gives that supports ideas in a text.
TEKS §110.3.b.6.B - Generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding and gain information with adult assistance;

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/1


cushion
A pillow or other stuffed 

material that can be used for 
sitting 

words to know and think about as we read 7

Next Gen 2L4e: Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7 - Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.

prepping
To prepare something to use 
(such as getting ingredients 

ready for a recipe)

Simorgh
An ancient bird from 

persian mythology

culture
THe characteristics and beliefs 

shared by a group of people 

distant
To be far apart or separated 

from something or someone

*Clicking on the red words above will link to their Merriam-Webster definitions

Link to the PDF vocab cards
and vocab assessment:

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cushion
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/prepping
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/simurgh
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/culture
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/distant
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QL3-HSW3_BO6U3RK43Leycr1A5j-xfO5/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1chOgkOxhWhzv-M9a_ZPbdwNT2V2ypoUp/view?usp=share_link


Think Before We REad!
(Whole class or partner share)

What does the word “home” mean to you? 
What does it…

 …look like? …feel like?
…smell like? …sound like?
            …taste like?
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Next Gen 1R9: Make connections between self and text (texts and other people/ world). (RI&RL) 
TEKS §110.2.b.5.E/§110.3.b.6.E - Make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society with adult assistance; 



Let’s organize our thoughts as we read
*What are some of the things that the family does together on the 
carpet?  Let’s chart these using our graphic organizers.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1 - Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1 - Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text
Next Gen 1R1: Develop and answer questions about key ideas and details in a text. (RI&RL) 
TEKS §110.3.b.6.G - Evaluate details to determine what is most important, with adult assistance; 

Think about it!
Why are these activities 

special to the family?

Link to the PDF worksheets 
on Identifying Details:

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/1/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bNePE9qvtFfWM5nhan6W1CV6y-tn6bBD/view?usp=share_link


Let’s think about details
In the story, the family gathers basil, mint, dill, and parsley and 

uses the carpet for prepping.  The author writes, “First comes washing, then it’s 
soaking. Stems from leaves need mindful splitting. The carpet is for helping.”
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1 - Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1 - Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text
Next Gen 1R1: Develop and answer questions about key ideas and details in a text. (RI&RL) 
TEKS §110.3.b.6.G - Evaluate details to determine what is most important, with adult assistance; 

What do you think they are about to make? 
Why is their process important?



Connect to the Story 11

In the story, the children play on the 
carpet and pretend they are using the 
carpet to avoid hot lava and sharks.  

What types of made-up games do you 
play at home? What materials do you 
use to play (chairs, blankets, etc.)?

How are the games you play at home similar to or different from those 
played by the children in the story? 

Next Gen 1R9: Make connections between self and text (texts and other people/ world). (RI&RL) 
TEKS §110.2.b.5.E/§110.3.b.6.E - Make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society with adult assistance; 



Think about it!
In The Carpet, the children listen to stories of 

Simorgh, “born of fire.” In his author’s note, Dezh 
Azaad writes “ She is the fierce protector of children 

and nature, so big she could carry a whale. She is born 
of ashes and symbolizes strength and renewal…” 
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NextGen 3R7: Explain how specific illustrations or text features contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a text (e.g., create mood, emphasize character or setting, or determine where, 
when, why, and how key events occur). (RI&RL)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2 - Recount stories including myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in a text

Why do you think the author chose to 
include Simorgh in his story? 

Link to a PDF 
worksheet:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UfCqFcTnNDM_L6o_m9FdnENJwMn80cKi/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UfCqFcTnNDM_L6o_m9FdnENJwMn80cKi/view?usp=share_link


Dig Deeper!
*Let’s discuss:  Think about the relationship among 
the family members in this story.  What is special 
about their interactions throughout the book? 

How do the illustrations support the writing in the 
story? 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.7 - With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7 - Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events
Next Gen 1R6: Describe how illustrations and details support the point of view or purpose of the text. (RI&RL) 
Next Gen 1R7: Use illustrations and details in literary and informational texts to discuss story elements and/or topics. (RI&RL) 
Next Gen 1R8: Identify specific information an author or illustrator gives that supports ideas in a text. (RI&RL)
TEKS §110.3.b.10.C - Discuss with adult assistance the author's use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/7/


Analyze it!
In The Carpet, the author tells us that the family stands together while a 
war is going on.  Considering this new information, what does this now tell us 
about the importance of the carpet?  How is the carpet meaningful to a family 
that has been displaced? 
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NextGen 3R1: Develop and answer questions to locate relevant and specific details in a text to support an answer or inference. (RI&RL
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1 - Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 



Understanding Details

Let’s look at this page in the book. 
What do you notice?  

Now let’s re-read the words on this 
page.  Let’s discuss it. 
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Why does the child in this story feel this way? 

Have you ever felt different from those around you?  
Why did you feel this way? What emotions did you have? 

Next Gen 1R9: Make connections between self and text (texts and other people/ world). (RI&RL) 
TEKS §110.2.b.5.E/§110.3.b.6.E - Make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society with adult assistance; 

Link to the PDF worksheet
on Small Moments:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XH_npAfxLTklOYgdsrQ1dusJJiSMTo8t/view?usp=share_link


Identify Details

Think about the things the family does in the story.  What are some words to 
describe the character traits of the family members?  What evidence do you 
have to support these? 
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Character Traits/Qualities of the Family in this Story
● helpful (the children gather herbs and then clean up after dinner) 
●

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3 - Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.
Next Gen 3R3: In literary texts, describe character traits, motivations or feelings, drawing on specific details from the text. 
TEKS §110.4.b.8.B - Describe the main characters’ internal and extral traits. 

Link to the PDF 
worksheet on 

Character Traits:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qO_Ek9qquuQMXVuxzJ4R5LeRY3nmmpjL/view?usp=share_link


Extend our Learning: Social Studies and mathematics
The family in The Carpet is originally from the country of Afghanistan, which is 
located in South-Central Asia.

Through the activities in this worksheet, we 
will analyze the distance between two cities in 
The United States of America and compare them
to the distance between New York City, New York,
and Kabul, Afghanistan. 

Then, we will explore this distance by looking at 
it through the lens of things familiar to us in the 
world.
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Link to the PDF worksheet:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VS0geOvR_LhIJKHJKyadCP02GNj0OoWz/view?usp=share_link


Closing - Connect to the text

How would the family’s daily life 
be different without the carpet? 

Can you think of a special place where 
you and your family do things together? 

Does a home need to be a house? 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1 - Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text..
NextGen 3R3: 3R3: In literary texts, describe character traits, motivations, or feelings, drawing on specific details from the text. (RL). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/2/1


Lesson Content Created by: Stephanie Fitzpatrick

Slide Template follow permission guidelines of SlidesCarnival:  www.slidescarnival.com/
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Stephanie Fitzpatrick is an educator who has sixteen years of experience in the 
NYC Department of Education and a passion for children’s books.  She has 
taught fifth and third grade and has been an elementary assistant principal 
since August 2013. She has a B.A. in History and Political Science from 
Binghamton University, an M.S.T. in Elementary Education from Pace 
University and an Ed.M. in Educational Administration from Teachers College 
Columbia University. 

Please note: Slide Deck content copyright © 2022 by Stephanie Fitzpatrick. Available free of charge for educational use only. All 
illustrations from the text were created by Nan Cao and have been used with permission from the publisher. This deck may not be 
published or sold without express written permission.  Contact Stephanie at thebooklinksllc@gmail.com

http://www.slidescarnival.com/help-use-presentation-template

